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Irrigation (thus Water & Food) at the centre of 12 SDGs



Source: ASTGS, 2019
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Note
ÅThe extent of individual irrigated farms (FLID) is largely unknown, i.e. not 

included national databases

ÅThe Irrigation Potential (1,342,000 ha) is underestimated. It does not include 
areas that could  be irrigated using water harvesting

Category of Irrigation
Holding size 

(ha)

Irrigated 

Area (ha) 

Percentage 

of total 

Public and national schemes
40 - 12,000 22,028 10.9%

Community-based schemes <40 99,964 49.5%

Private commercial farms 79,970 39.6%

Total Irrigated area 201,962 100%

Total irrigation potential & 

percentage of total land irrigated
All 1,342,000 15.0%

Datasource: IrrigationGuidelines(2020)



Examples of Categories of 
Irrigation Schemes in Kenya

Large-scale public scheme e.g. Ahero

Private commercial farm

Small-scale community scheme



What is Farmer-Led Irrigation Development (FLID)?

FLID is ŀ άǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ŀ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
use for agriculture by bringing about changes in knowledge production, 
technology use, investment patterns and market linkages, and the governance 
ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊέ (African Union, 2020). 


